_ . Goldſmiths Company ze letr to be Judges in aſſaying theixown Works, which '1s.co the grear diſhonor of his Maj-ſty, 
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To the Right Honorable: the 
COMMONS in Parliament Aſſembled. : 


The Humble Petition of James Hubbard, William Bottom, and John Turner; 
Gent. and divers others, . &c. 


Shewath, _.. Ef Fn 
p "s whereas there are divers good Laws and Statutes made by Parliaments in thelate Reiens of Kings and Queens 


reno. 


7a 


of England, forthe Regulating and Managenjent of Trading in this Kingdom, and amongſt which Laws and 
Statutes ſo made and provided, there is tor-the Myſtery or Calling of the Goldſmiths Company ; by which 
| Laws and Statutes ſo made, the pings Polpaty ſhould nor make, or cauſe to be. made, and being fo 
made by them, to be pur to ſale any Plite wronghe at-Gold or Silver, that ſhould be beneath the fineneſs of Crown and 
Sterling, nor ſetin Gold any arrificial Stones in Jewels or Rings : And accordingly the Company of the Goldſmiths have 
had from Kings and Queens their Charters granted to them; and alſo the Maſters and Wardens, and all made Free 
of that Company, exercifing the ſaid Calling both in Citieand Countrie, dotakoan Oath to keep and obſerve the ſame; 
And that they ſhould do ſo, the Kings did formerly, it being in their. power ſo to doe, conſticure, and ſer over the Gold- 
{michs an Afſay-Maſter, which was to aſſay and touch all Plate of Goldand Silver, and Jewels, and Rings, made by any 
Goldſmith whatſoever: And upon the finding of it gooJ, according to the Laws ſo mide, the Kings Aſſay-Maſter did 
ſtrike a mark upon it, which was to be done before pur to (ale. - But ſo it is, that notwithſtanding theſe Laws and Statures, 
their Charters and Oaths, ſo made and taken, they do daily niake and ſell very much adulterared Plate of Gold and Sil- 
ver thatis very much bencach Crowa and Sterling; and ſet in Gold Artificial Stones both in City and Country : Which 
forthe better colouring of their fraudulent andevil Pradtiſes, they preſume ro ſtrike and ſtamp the Kings mirk uponir, 
which is the £1on, but how they come to uſe his Majeſties __ , Your Petitioners do kope that this Honourable | 
Houſe will queſtion the ſame; bur o itis, that for want of an Aſſay-Maſter on the behalf of the King and Country,the 


; the grzar damage at 4s. ubjeRts ; And<hyt ir may (o 2ppear. for Terftimany thermf, Your. Hanes! have divers © 64; - 
| parceisof Place, boaghe of the Maſters and Wardens, anc che Company of Goji allo Rings with 

* Arrificial-Stones ready to preſent to this Honorable Hou. Ailays mide of the ſame by the Kings Majefnes Afſſay- 

Maſter Genera), if they ſh1l be required fo to do. 6 | 


The Premiſes conſidered, May this Honourable Houſe be pleaſed to take Into your ſerious Conſideration , the 
unſufferable damages the Kings Majefties Subjetts do daily ſuſtain, and that the Offerders may 
be puniſhed a:cording to their deſerts ; and that his Majeſty may have to himſelf his juſt Preroge- 
tive of (eiting an Aſ[ay- Maſter over the Goldſmiths, to Aſſay all Plate, and Fewels, and Rings 
already made, and that ſhall be made before put toſale, and to have what mark hs Majeſty ſhall 
be pleaſed to ſet upon all ſuch Plate ſo Aſſayed : And for the Management of the (aid work of the 
Surveyor or Aſſay- Maſter, it is humbly deſired, if this Honorable Aſſembly ſhall judge meet, to 

- ſet one Penny upon the Ounce for aſſaying «1 Silver of all Natives or Freemen to pay, and double 
the value on all Forreigners, and the like per Ratum ox all Gold for ſo aſſaving, &c, which 
is conceived will willingly be paid by the Buyer, bring thereby enſured that he may not be couzen- 
ed, as now he gencrally is, above Twelve pence in laying out of Froe ſhillings, beſides Faſhion, 
and what profit is allowed to them by Law totake, &c, 


And your Pertioners ſhall daily pray, ec. 


